




 

We are a body of believers whose 
soul intention is to glorify and serve 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
head of His church. Our desire is to 
reflect that of our God--that all be 
saved. Anyone who is willing to 

humble himself before the mighty 
hand of God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY

Four Square Bible Class //

8:30 am

Isaiah Bible Class //

9:30 am

Worship Service //

10:30 am

WEDNESDAY

Romans Bible Class //
7:00 pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4 2 1 7  H i g h w a y  3 9  N  // M e r i d i a n ,  M S  3 9 3 0 1

P H O N E :  ( 6 0 1 ) 4 8 3 - 2 7 2 6  W E B :  www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!

Like our Facebook page!

04 / 02 / 2023

W E L C O M E
• Pot-luck meal April 30 along 

with graduation celebration 
for Alyssa thrash 

UPCOMING Prayer  L is t
Pray for all those with ongoing health 
ailments.
Ora Barrett - Recovering from knee 
surgery
Scott Williams - death of sister Cindy

Communion 
Preparat ion

March - Carlberg
April - 
May - 

Bir thday  /  Anniversary  
Mark Potts - 6th
Larry Montgomery - 13th
Robbie Cooper - 20th
Kylie Joiner - 23rd

Men to  Serve
Announcements - Don Potts


Scripture Reading - 1 John 1:5 - 10


Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell


Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg


Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic


Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:38 - 
44


Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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Living In A World Of Mediocrity 
By Mike Riley


It is sad but true that we live in a time when mediocrity is widely accepted. Excellence is no 
longer promoted in our society. For example, the employee who works hard at the plant is told by 
his co-workers to “slow down or you’ll make us look bad.” The student with an attitude geared 
toward excellence is shunned by well-meaning friends, and on and on we could go.

Having An Attitude Of Excellence

Having an attitude of excellence is conducive to material progress. Things like hard work, study, 
and diligent effort have made our medical system (even with its shortcomings) the envy of the 
world. Diligence and hard work has led to better things in every aspect of life. For example, our 
food is safer, cars run cleaner, and we can communicate more efficiently because of the hard 
work and diligence of people devoted to the pursuit of excellence. In light of the challenges to 
material existence on this planet, it does not make any sense to accept the lackadaisical.

Mediocrity Is Condemned

The acceptance of mediocrity is not only contrary to our best interests materially speaking, it is 
deadly to our spiritual lives as well. Mediocrity is condemned in the Bible (cf. Revelation 3:16-19). 
We are expected by God to always do our best (Ephesians 6:5-8). Work is held up as an admirable 
and honorable thing in the New Testament. Paul said to the brethren in Thessalonica:

“For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall 
he eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10).

Paul is saying that not only will a lazy man starve — he should starve! Romans 12:11 tells us that 
a Christian must be an individual “not lagging in diligence.” The American Standard Version of 
1901 renders Romans 12:11 ASV as: “in diligence not slothful.” The words used by the Holy Spirit 
here gives us the idea that the child of God must be eager, earnest and practice a diligent zeal in 
all that he or she might do — not being idle or lazy.

Focus On And Pursue Spiritual Goals

The idea is that we are to be focused and active in the pursuit of spiritual goals. This focus and 
activity is also to be a part of our material life, but only as that life is organized according to God’s 
will (cf. Matthew 6:33-34; Colossians 3:1-17).

Some Practical Applications

What are the practical implications of all of the above listed Scriptures? The bottom line is that as 
Christians, we will do our best at whatever we do. We will endeavor to be the best employer or 
employee that we can be (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22; Titus 2:9-10). In our family life, we 
will work to be the best father, mother, sister, brother, or son and daughter that we can be.

Most importantly, we will be diligent to be the best child of God we can be (1 Peter 1:13-16). The 
inspired words found in Romans 12:11 suggest that we need to be eager — excited about, doing 
our best in whatever we do, because we serve the Lord!

Conclusion:

Evil and error are happy to see the lazy Christian, and with its corrupt culture, our world often 
encourages us to be satisfied with less than our best. Thus we would do well to view the 
inclination to be lazy as a temptation to sin — a temptation we are able to resist (1 Corinthians 
10:13).

Brethren, in our Christian walk, let us make certain that we resist the temptation of easy 
satisfaction — of a condemning mediocrity (cf. Matthew 25:24-30).


